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Responsive to the Official Action mailed August 13, 2004 in vMoh claims 1-7 were 
rejected. Applicant respectfully requests reconsideration, reexamination and allowance of claims 1- 
7 in view of the fbUowing remarks. 

Examiner Paradiso has rejected claims U7 under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as unpatentable over 
Shibazaki et al, U.S. Patent No. 5,442,899. Shibazaki is chaiaetetized as disclosing a strapping 
machine for positioning a strap around a load in wWch a chute is attached to a ftame, a str^ is 
guided around the chute and then the leading edge is welded to a second area of the strap by means 
of a strapping head and the strap is tightened and then sealed to itself. 

The Examiner concedes that Shibazaki does not disclose the specifics of the cover hinges or 
pins, bm states that the use of hinges and pins to provide swinging access doors for ^ 
well known in the mechanical arts and that it would have been obvious to one of skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify the invention disclosed in Shibazaki in the clahned 
marnier to provide the most eflfective and complete access to the interior of the machine so that 
operator can access and troubleshoot as necessary. 

The present invention is directed to a strapping machine that has, among other things, a 
slack box having a slack box cover and a first portion of a strap path from the slack box having a 
strap path cover over a portion of the path in which the strap path cover is mounted to the ftame 
byahingecommonwiththeslackboxoover. This arrangement permits the strap path cover and 
the slack box cover to be opened independent of each other fimctioning (and configured) from a 
common hinge, and further provides that a strapping head mounted to the frame is covered, in 
part, by the strap path cover. 

AppUcant submits that the rejection is improper for a number of reasons, first and 
feremost that the Examiner has not shown the SWbazaW has a slack box with a c^^^ 
a strap path, also with a cover. Nor has the Examiner shown any suggestion, motivation or 
teaching to make any such combination. Moreover, although the Examiner states that the use of 
hinges and pins to provide swinging access doors for machinery is well known in the mechanical 
arts, there is nothing that shows, states or otherwise makes obvious the two independent doors 
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sharing a common hinge. AMtionaUy.noristhereanythingthat would suggest to one to mak^ 
configuration such that a strapping head mounted to the frame is covered, in part by the strap 
path cover. 

In summary. Applicant believes that the ngection is in error and respectfiiUy traverses same. 
To this end. Applicant submits that claims 1 -7 are aUowabie over Ae art of lecotd and in condition 
for aUowanoe and respectfully and earnestly solicits eaily indication of same. 

Applicant submits that no fee is due in connection -with the present AMENDMENT A. I£ 
however, there is a fee due, the Commissioner is authorized to charge any undezpaymoit or credit 
any ovcipayment to Deposit Account No. 23-0920. 

Should the Examiner beUeve that a telephone Interview would expedite prosecution and 
aUowanceofthepresentappHcation,oraddressanyoutst»ndmgfo^ ' 
requested to contact the undersigned. 



November 8, 2004 
WELSH & KATZ, LTD. 

120 South Riverside Plaza, 22"^ Floor 
Chicago, Illinois 60606 
(312) 655-1500 Telephone 
(312)655-1501 Facsimile 



Respectfblly submitlBd, 
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